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John 3.1-21  







 Nic at Night  
EE > American ‘In your face’ Witnessing Technique > 2 Direct Questions

1. If you died tonight, would you go to heaven? Most “I HOPE So…NOT Sure”
2. If God asked WHY should I let you into Heaven? Most “I’m Trying my Best!”
GOSPELS Not REAL TIME TV // Camera Constantly Running on Life of Jesus

John the Apostle > AUTHOR and EDITOR (Redactor) > PURPOSE: Salvation
Jesus LIFE > 30 Something Years / MINISTRY > About 3 Years
HALF of Gospel of John > Narrates LAST WEEK of Jesus Life on Earth

Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday: Most IMPORTANT Week in Human HISTORY

Early Chpts of JOHN > NEW Things thru the NEW Covenant of JESUS Messiah 

MASTER Teacher calls His OWN DISCIPLES / 1 is called TRUE Israelite 

WEDDING > Wine of Christianity REPLACED Waters of Judaism

House Cleaning > Temple of Body of Jesus REPLACED Temple Made by Man
HE is TRUE MEETING PLACE for Man to MEET GOD 

Chapter 3 > TEXT > NEW BIRTH / Born by the SPIRIT 

Chapter 4 > LIVING WATER for NEW Worshippers of God who is SPIRIT
1. Important Man

a. Representative

Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.        John 2.24-25

v. 1 Now there was a man… REPRESENTATIVE of US ALL > Before God 

REPRESENTATIVE PRINCIPLE > Headship Principle > Central in Bible 
God SEES HEARTS of All Men > Meet A NEW MAN > Quite a Good Man
b. Religion > Had BEST RELIGION because GOD INVENTED IT
v. 1 …Jewish…
CONTEMPORARY SCHOLARSHIP > esp. Liberal Scholars > Attack JOHN

John is ANTI-SEMITIC > Against the Jews > calls them ‘Christ-Killers’
ACCUSTATION > Gospel of John > FUELED FIRES of the HOLOCAUST

John picks Man MOST LIKELY to SUCEED > Leading JEW > Nicodemus

Nic Meets GREATEST MAN: God in Human Flesh > Rabbi, Law-Keeping Jew

First FOLLOWERS > 12 Apostles > NT Writers (possible excpt Luke) > JEWS

SOUTH Americans > Call those in United States ‘Yankees’
Citizens of USA > ‘Yankee’ > Americans from NORTH / or Baseball Team! 
// John’s use of word ‘JEW’ > Refers to the Jew’s of JUDEA, Establishment 

John was a JEW FOR JESUS > Wanted Fellow Jews to FIND HIM TOO! 

PASSIONATE CONCERN that Prompted John to Write this GOOD NEWS
Paul > Pharisee with Outstanding Credentials like Nicodemus > Also met Jesus
For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.Romans 9.3-5
John FAITHFULLY RECORDS Opposition Jesus met from Jewish LEADERS
But He also REPORTS those who CAME TO FAITH in Jesus their MESSIAH

Many of the Jews who… had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
John 11.45
Many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.John 12.11

c. Reputation

v. 1 named Nicodemus > GREEK Name = ‘one who conquers the people’ 
Most Jews in Judea: Jewish or Aramaic Names > UPPER Class took Gk. Names
HELLENIST > Classical Greek Education > Read OT AND Gk. PHILOSOPHY

Jewish History: A WEALTHY, PROMINENT Nicodemus in Jerusalem THEN  

NOT CERTAIN that this Nicodemus is the SAME MAN > But Good Chance 

This Nic Very EXTRAVAGANT & EXPENSIVE Contribution to Jesus’ Burial 

Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.

John 19.39

d. Ritual 

v. 1 a man of the Pharisees / We Boo & Hiss! BAD IMAGE of Pharisees in NT
BEST of Jews > est. # 6000 > Select, Elite JEWISH BROTHERHOOD 

Kept Moses’ 10 Commandments ADDED More than 500 of THEIR OWN 

FORMED 2nd C. BC before Maccabean Wars > Reacted against SECULARISM   
Hated IDOLATRY of Greeks who INVADED Jewish State at that TIME
SHOCKING WORDS of Jesus > For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 





Matthew 5.20
RECEIVED with COLLECTIVE GASP > Wow! Who could do THAT?! 

e. Ruler  > MEMBER of the SANHEDRIN
v. 1 a member of the Jewish ruling council 
HIGHEST Organiz in Judaism > Legislative, Judicial, & Administrative Council
SENT by COUNCIL? v. 2 ‘we know you are a teacher who has come from God’ 

f. Reading > Pharisees were GREAT STUDENTS of the LAW of GOD 
v. 10 "You are Israel's teacher" / Lit. ‘YOU are THE Teacher of Israel’ 
If we LIVED in CHRIST’S DAY > had to PICK a Man REPRESENT US

Nicodemus > Very GOOD CHOICE

Everyone Knew ROMAN RULERS were TERRIBLY CORRUPT

Greek Philosophers > Had LITTLE KNOWLEDGE of RELIGION

NOT CHOOSE Common Man, Poor Man, or Ignorant Man > Nicodemus

2. Ignorant Man

a. Helpless 
Nicodemus COMES with a COMPLIMENT v. 2 "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 

JESUS > Never GRADUATED from THEIR SEMINARY > but ‘Rabbi’ 

Other Jewish Leaders > MIRACLES ARE DEMONIC > Nic. ‘God is with you’
Jesus tied His miracles to the truth of His message. He knew the human heart is attracted to the sensational…People who want His works but not His Word can never share His life. ‘Seeing is believing’ is not the Christian approach. First we believe; then we see. Miracles can only lead us to the Word, and the Word generates saving faith. 





Warren Wiersbe
If Jesus were TRYING to Climb Up Ladder of Jewish Religious Leadership

RESPECTFULLY & GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Praise of Respected Elder
Jesus Responds with CONFRONTATION > SHAKE HIS SELF-SUFFICIENCY 

vs. 3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 

SURELY Nicodemus > Great Teacher of Israel > Belonged to KINGDOM 

Probably DAY-DREAMED about the THRONE he would SIT ON THERE 

Jesus ‘Hold on Nic, don’t buy the Footstool for your Throne just yet!!’ 

George WHITEFIELD, Used by GOD in Revival in England & America / 1700’s 

             PREACHED OVER 1,000 TIMES FROM JOHN 3.3

‘At the age of 16 I began to fast twice in the week…prayed many times a day, received the sacrament every Lord's Day, fasting myself to death almost all the forty days of Lent, going no less than three times a day to public worship… seven times a day to private prayers, yet I knew no more that I needed to be born again, born a new creature in Christ Jesus, than if I was never born at all.  Then by God's grace Charles Wesley put a book in my hand whereby God showed me that I must be born again or damned.’



      George Whitefield

NIC was OLD AND ESTABLISHED IN MY RELIGION > Not a Mere Novice 
v. 4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 

Jesus > LET ME REPEAT THIS NIC > TURN ON YOUR HEARING AID!
v. 5,6 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

Kingdom of God > NOT for HONORABLE but for the HELPLESS 

BEING BORN > Not about US > We are just ALONG FOR THE RIDE 

WATER?? > Embryonic FLUID > NEED Physical Birth AND Spiritual Birth 

v. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'

IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE of Biblical Interpretation > Principle of History

Meaning of Text > What is MEANT for ORIGINAL AUDIENCE > Nicodemus

CANNOT Be > WATER from Jesus Side on Cross OR Christian BAPTISM 

Because NEITHER Cross or Christian Baptism had OCCURRED YET  

If they’d NOT HAPPENED Jesus NO BASIS for REBUKING NIC’s Ignorance

Jewish TEACHERS spoke of GENTILE Converts to Judaism: Newborn Children 

This CONVERSION happened at their CEREMONIAL BAPTISM for Cleansing

Nicodemus COULD NOT IMAGINE that GOOD JEW Needed CONVERSION 

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.   




1 Corinthians 2.14

b. Powerless 
vs. 8-10  The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things?

No man has power over the wind to contain it
Ecclesiastes 8.8

We Know about the WIND > Can bring GOBI DESERT right into BEIJING!
Can’t STOP it! NOR can we FIGURE it OUT!
Nicodemus’s denseness makes him a foil for Jesus the revealer.  Craig S. Keener

You SHOULD Know about SPIRITUAL THINGS > You are Israel’s Teacher

BUT YOU KNOW ABOUT NEITHER the WIND nor the SPIRIT

Word Play > Hebrew and Greek > SAME WORD can mean ‘wind’ or ‘spirit’

Nicodemus SHOULD HAVE KNOWN > Life-Giving Power of GOD’S WIND

Should KNOW THE MESSAGE OF THE PROPHETS

…the Spirit of the LORD set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones…He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."  Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life…'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath…So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet - a vast army. 
Ezekiel 37.1-10
WHY I PRAY before I PREACH: God must BREATH Life on our Dead Bones!
c. Lifeless - Jesus reminds Nicodemus of DARK DAY in History of ISRAEL

On Journey to Promise Land: Moses led thru some very Inhospitable Territory 
…the people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!" Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people. The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live."
   







Numbers 21.4-8

LOOK at BRONZE SNAKE? Is that all?? What can WE DO for OURSELVES?

The brewing of potions and the making of salves would have given them all something to do and would have satisfied the natural instinct of the heart to work on behalf of its own cure…The fact that they were not told to make a human remedy is indicative of the greater fact that there is no human remedy for sin.








  Donald Grey Barnhouse

SALVATION = Cannot HELP OURSELVES: ‘Save Me’ Gasp of Drowning 
vs. 14,15  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  
…the New Testament view of the cross involves more than is sometimes realized…the apostolic writers present the death of Christ as the ground and warrant of God’s offer of forgiveness…men enter into forgiveness through repentance and faith in Christ…But does this mean that as a loaded gun is only potentially explosive, and an act of pulling the trigger is needed to make it go off?  Has Christ’s death achieved only the possibility of salvation, needing an exercise of faith on man’s part to trigger it…? If so, then it is not strictly Christ’s death that saves us at all, any more than it is loading the gun that makes it fire; if that were the case strictly speaking, we save ourselves by our faith, and for all we know, Christ’s death might not have saved anyone, since it might have been the case that nobody believed the gospel…But the New Testament view is that the death of Christ has actually saved ‘us all’ – all whom God foreknew, and has called and justified, and will in due course glorify. 

J.I. Packer
d. Darkness 
John POINTS Out v. 2 “He came to Jesus at night” > Work Day? Shame? 

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  John 1.5

Driving at Night > Car coming at you with BRIGHT LIGHTS > Real Problem

Driving by Day > Same Car, Same Brights in DAYLIGHT > No Problem

Pharisees looked like BRIGHT LIGHTS in MORAL DARKNESS of that Day

BUT when Jesus Came, Sun of Righteousness Rose > Pharisees Light DIMMED

Wanted His LIGHT EXTINGUISHED > Kill Him > EXPOSED their Corruption

vs. 19-20 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. "  

SINNERS LOVE the DARKNESS > Persist in their EVIL DEEDS

NOT Intellectual Problems that KEEP PEOPLE Away from Jesus > MORAL 

YOUNG BELIEVER > Been to Christian Seminar > that Point was Stressed

Taken Panamanian Young Lady, Believer > took her Home  & Met FATHER

He was NOT HAPPY that daughter attended SEMINAR, or was BELIEVER

Began to Share INTELLECTUAL ARGUMENTS Against CHRISTIANITY

‘I learned today People with Intellectual Arguments HIDING MORAL Problems

If I was not BIGGER than him > May not be ALIVE to TELL this STORY!
Got to see PANAMANIAN Rage in Parental Technicolor!

If the example of Nicodemus is to teach us anything, it is to teach us that education is not the answer to man’s spiritual unrest and longing. 
James Boice 

          People are NOT IGNORANT Needing INSTRUCTION,

Nor MISGUIDED Needing DIRECTION,

Nor PSYCHOLOGICALLY Damaged Needing THERAPY
Nor SICK Needing MEDICATION
PEOPLE ARE DEAD AND NEED RESURRECTION > A New Birth
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

John 3.36
Not YET the End of the STORY > or the SERMON…..
3. Invited Man

Only an EYEWITNESS of Heaven can FULLY TESTIFY about HEAVEN 

Moses ASCENDED to a Mountain Top > Jesus dwells in HEAVEN ITSELF 

vs. 12,13 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven-the Son of Man.  

a. Birth – You MUST be Born Again > YOU CAN BE Born Again

Letter to Benjamin Franklin: 

“I find that you grow more and more famous in the learned world. As you have made such progress in investigating the mysteries of electricity, I now humbly urge you to give diligent heed to the mysteries of the new birth. It is a most important and interesting study and, when mastered, will richly repay you for your pains.”





     George Whitefield

v. 5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”
If Water OUR BAPTISM? > Something WE DO > Point: WE ARE HELPLESS

"I did my part, and God did His part: I did the sinning and God did the saving."








Old Preacher describing Salvation 

AGAIN…Nicodemus SHOULD HAVE KNOWN > Meaning found in OT
"I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 




Ezekiel 36.24-28

NEW BORN > Legally Severed from OLD Relationships

CANNOT ARREST a BABY > No Past > No Record > No Guilt

b. Breath – God Breathes NEW LIFE by His SPIRIT into HIS PEOPLE 
vs. 8-11 Jesus: “So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.

Nic > SCEPTICAL > ‘I never met anyone with this SPIRIT BIRTH’ 
Jesus FRUSTRATED by Honorable Rev. Dr. Professor Nicodemus Foolishness
Jesus > We KNOW It > We have HAD IT > And there is A BUNCH OF US! 
… children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.





John 1.12,13

BREATH of God cannot be BOXED – Dynamic, Sovereign, Life-Giving Spirit
UNIVERSITIES founded for Glory of God all Over World / Train Ministers 
Most Familiar with American Context:

1636 Harvard founded to Training Ministers: motto “For Christ and the Church”
65 yrs LATER YALE founded > Some FEARED Harvard becoming Unorthodox
1754 Columbia “to engage children to know God in Jesus Christ”

& William & Mary, Princeton, Dartmouth, Rutgers, Vassar, Smith, Wellesley….

Jesus was UNI (Ultimate, Eternal, Revealed Truth) holds University Together

NO Jesus: No Connecting Theme, Purpose, No Meaning, No BREATH of God 
HERITAGE with NO HEART  / Impressive SHELL NOT Empowered by Spirit
Christian FAITH Not have LONG SHELF LIFE: Needs Fresh Breath of God

Can INSTITUTIONALIZE FORMS of Faith but NOT its LIVING REALITY

CANNOT CAPTURE the Wind of a SOVEREIGN, UNLIMITABLE God 
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me…for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15.4,5
c. Belief – INVITATION to LOOK > Place FAITH in ‘Lifted Up’ JESUS

Nicodemus has found Jesus’ teaching hard to understand, but Jesus turns that incredulity into a fundamentally Christological question…not a failure of intellect but a failure to believe Jesus’ witness. 

D.A. Carson
vs. 14-17  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
NT writers coined a new Greek word - describe God’s Love AGAPE

Agape RARELY USED in other Greek lit. - meaning is vague, unclear

Gk & Roman gods Lusted after Women / BUT NEVER LOVED SINNERS

NT meaning of Agape - love for undeserving, unlovely, unwanting

LIFTED UP > Dual Meaning > CRUCIFIED and GLORIFIED 

The cross was not the end of Jesus’ glory; it was the means of His glory. 










Warren Wiersbe

Jesus: ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified…But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.’ He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 



John 12.23,32-33

The cross is a pulpit from which Christ preached the Love of God to the world.

Augustine

There are many things that separate true Christianity from other religions of this world, but the most important is that Christianity is not a ‘works’ religion… Christianity insists that we cannot earn anything, that all that can possibly be done has been done for us by the Lord Jesus Christ.      

James Boice   

d. Being Transformed > Called OUT of Darkness into Marvelous Light 
Text creatively WEAVES themes of LIGHT and DARKNESS

DARKNESS: Place Hostile to GOD & His Purposes > ‘Do NOT love the world’

v. 21 Whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.  
John 3.16 “God so loved the DARK WORLD of LOST REBELS 
World - NOT JUST ROTATING SPHERE HANGING IN OUTER SPACE

 “World” - enemy territory / dwelling place of rebels against God

Nicodemus moved from Darkness of Confusion to Daylight of Confession: 

Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus...He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who had earlier visited Jesus at night. 
John 19.38
Nic at Night BELIEVES and is TRANSFORMED to NIC in the DAYLIGHT
For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 










2 Corinthians 4.6

1. If you died tonight, would you go to heaven?

2. If God asked WHY should I let you into Heaven?
How did William Shakespeare answer vital questions???

"I, William Shakespeare, of Statford-upon-Avon, in the county of Warrick... commend my soul into the hands of God, my Creator, hoping and being assuredly believing, through the merits of Jesus Christ my Savior, to be made partaker of life everlasting" William Shakespeare’s Last Will and Testament

* * * * *

John 3:1-21 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 9 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. 10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven-the Son of Man.  14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."  
